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"Sharing Trade Secrets"

Suppose there are two large, competing telecommunications firms in your city. The companies are hostile to each other. You have worked for one of the companies for five years in a position that gives you access to company trade secrets. You are now interviewing for a job with the other company that would be a substantial step-up in your career. During the interview, you get the impression that the company expects you to share your knowledge, including the trade secrets, if they hire you. What are the ethical issues involved? 
What are the legal issues? 
How do the legal issues differ from the ethical issues? 
Assume you have signed a non-disclosure agreement as part of your condition of employment with your current company. Does this change the ethics involved? Why or why not?

Suppose the first company fired you, would the ethics involved change? Why or why not?
